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THE CITY OF WARWICK
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY SUPPORTING HOUSE BILL
2015 - H 6051 AND S 0821 REGARDING THE RHODE ISLAND VOTING AND
ELECTIONS MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2015

Resolved that,

WHEREAS, the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Warwick are
matters of paramount importance to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the right of all citizens to vote is the foundation of our democracy and provides
the voice raised to the ear of our government; and

WHEREAS, the City of Warwick currently has 61,754 eligible voters, yet the voter turnout
has steadily decreased in each election. In 2012 only 12.12% of eligible voters voted in the primary
and 66.8% voted in the General Election and in 2014, only 25.03% of eligible voters voted in the
primary and 46.71% voted in the General Election; and

WHEREAS, despite the best efforts of the local Board of Canvassers, discrepancies remain in
the voting lists which may impede a citizen’s ability to vote on Election Day; and

WHEREAS, the current schedule and method for voter registration, updating voter
information and casting an early ballot does not fully accommodate the varied and often hectic
schedules of our citizens and those situations may also frustrate their ability to vote.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Warwick City Council, fully endorses H-
6051 and S-0821, entitled the RI Voting and Modernization Act of 2015 and supports Rhode Island
joining the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) which is a multi-state consortium that
cross-references voter registration information with other state and federal voter databases toremove
people who are no longer eligible to vote in Rhode Island; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Warwick City Council recognizes the value of
enabling eligible voters to securely register to vote and update their registration information online,
24 hours a day 7 days a week.; and
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BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Warwick City Council fully supports early voting up
to 28 days prior to an election and a phase-in of weekend voting beginning in 2016 to provide our
voters greater flexibility and convenience around their busy schedules.

The City Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Senators and
Representatives from the City of Warwick.

This Resolution shall take effect upon passage.

SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN VELLA-WILKINSON

COMMITTEE: INTERGOVERMENTAL
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2015

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - REGISTRATIONS OF VOTERS

Introduced By; Representatives Regunberg, Handy, Keable, Blazejewski, and Barros
Date Introduced: April 08, 2015
Referred To: House Judiciary

(Secretary of State)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 17-9.1-10 of the General Laws in Chapter 17-9.1 entitled
"Registration of Voters" is hereby amended io read as follows:

17-9.1-10. Additional method of registering. -- (a) In addition to the methods for
registering to vote provided in §§ 17-9.1-7, 17-9.1-8, ead 17-9.1-9, and 17-9.1-34 whenever any
person who is or may be by the next election qualified to vote desires to register, that person may
appear before the local board of the city or town in which he or she has his or her residence, as
defined in § 17-1-3.1, or before the clerk or other duly autherized agent of the board, or before a
registrar appointed by the state board of elections, and shall furnish the information required of
him or her by this chapter and any information described in §§ 17-9.1-23 and 17-9.1-24 that the
registrant may wish to record, and after the information has been recorded on the registry card
furnished for that purpose, the person shall sign his or her name and certify to the truth of the
facts recorded in the appropriate spaces in the card; provided, whenever any persen is unable to
sign his or her name because of physical incapacity or otherwise, he or she shall make his mark
"(X)", which shall be witniessed by the person receiving the registration,

(b) It shall be the duty of the local board or clerk or other duly authorized agent of the
board or registrar of the state board of elections to inform the person registering to vote that the
voter will be mailed an acknowledgement card advising the person of the disposition of the
registration and in the process verifying that the person resides at the address provided on the

registration form. The person shall also be advised that if the acknowledgement card is returned
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as undeliverable, the person will be placed on the inactive list of voters pending the results of the
confirmation process described in § 17-9.1-26, Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed
to entitle a person to vote whose registration form has not been filed with the local board at least
thirty (30) days before an election.

SECTION 2. Chapter 17-9.1 of the General Laws entitled "Registration of Voters" is
hereby amended by adding thereto the following section:

17-9.1-34. Electronic registvation of voters. -- (a) The secretary of state shall establish

and maintain a system for electronic voter registration that must be administered by the secretary
of state. An applicant may use such svstem to register to vote, or to update existing voter
registration information, provided:

(1) The applicant’s information is verifiable in the manner described in subsection {b) of

this section;

(2) The applicant's signature is in a database described in subsection (b) of this section:

1=
O

(3) Such signature may be imported into such system for electronic voter registration.

b) Upon_request of the seor of state. a state_asency. quasi-public _apency or

municipality shall provide information to the secretary of state that the secretarv of state deems

necegsary to maintain the system for electronic voter registration. The secretary of state may

verify applicant information by cross-referencing information submitted by applicants with data

or information contained in any state ageney, quasi-public agency or municipality's database or a
database administered by the federal government. or any voter registration database of another
state. The secretary of state shall not use the information obtained from any such database except
to verify information submitted by the applicant, The applicant's signature, if part of the data
contained in the state agency. quasi-public agency or municipality’s database_shall be included as
part of the applicant’s information gontained in the system for electronic voter registration,

{¢) The submission of an electrogic application shall contain a1l of the information that is
required for an application in accordance with the provisions of § 17-9,1-9, with the exception of
the signature which shall be obtained from another state apency. quasi-public agency. or
municipality's database pursuant to subsection (b} of this section.

(d) An applicant ysing the system shall mark the box associated with the following
statement included as part of the electronic application:

"By clicking on the box below, I swear or affirm all of the following under penalty of

1)1 am the person whose name and jdentifying information is provided on this form_and
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I desire to register to_vote or update my voter registration information jn_the State of Rhode

Island.

(2) All of the information I have provided on this fotm is true and correct as of the date 1
am submifiing this form.

33 I authorize a Rhode Island state apency. quasi-public agency, or muni¢ipality (o
transmit. for voter registration, purposes, to the secretary of state and my city/town's board of
canvassers my signature that is on file with such agency, quasi-public agencv or municipality. [
understand that the secretary of state and my city/town's board of canvassers will use such
signature on this electronic voter registration application as if T had signed this form personally."

¢).Upon approval of such application, the boards of canvassers shall send a confirmation
notice to the applicant.

{f) The secretary of state may enter into an agreement and provide information or data
with any other state in order to update the statewide central voter register. A Rhode Island state
agency shall provide the secretary of state with information or data to be used for voter
registration purposes and shall advise the secretary of state if such information or data is held
confidential.

SECTION 3. Sections 17-20-2.2, 17-20-3 and 17-20-23 of the General Laws in Chapter

17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots” are hereby amended to read as follows:

17-20-2.2. i ; il i — Requirements for
validity of emergency mail baflots and emergency mail ballot applications. — (a) Any legally

qualified elector of this state whose name appears upon the official voting list of the town or
district of the city or town where the elector is so qualified, who on account of circumstances
manifested twenty (20) days or less prior to any election becomes eligible to vote by mail ballot
according to this chapter, may obtain from the local board an application for an emergency mail
ballot.

(b) The emergency mail ballot application, when duly executed, shall be delivered in
person or by mail 5o that it shall be received by the local board not later than four o'clock (4:00)
p.m. on the last day preceding the date of the election.

{c) The elector shall execute the emergency mail ballot application in accordance with
the requirements of this chapter, which application shall contain a certificate setting forth the
facts relating to the circumnstances necessitating the application.

(d} In addition to those requirements set forth elsewhere in this chapter, an emergency
mail ballot, in order to be valid, must have been cast in conformance with the following

procedures;

LC002305 -Page 3 of ¢




10
11
12

13

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34

(1) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(1) shall be mailed to the
elector at the State of Rhode Island address provided on the application by the office of the
secretary of state, or delivered by the local board to a person presenting written authorization
from the elector to receive the ballots;-er-eastin priveteat-the tocal-beard-of-canvassers. In order
to be valid, the signature of the voter on the certifying envelope containing a voted ballot must be
made before a notary public, or other person authorized by law to administer oaths where signed,
or where the elector voted, or before two (2) witnesses who shall set forth their addresses on the

form, !

(2) All applications for emergency mail ballots pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(2) must

state under oath the name and location of the hospital, convalescent home, nursing home, or
similar institution where the elector is confined. Al mail ballots issued pursuant to this
subdivision shall be delivered to the elector by the bi-pattisan pair of supervisors, appointed in
conformance with this chapter, and shall be voted and witnessed in conformance with the
provisions of § 17-20-14,

(3) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(3) shall be mailed by the
office of the secretary of state to the elector at an address provided by the elector on the

application-e

er-hervoting-residenee. The signature of the elector on the certifying envelope containing the
voted ballots issued pursuant to the subdivision does not need to be notarized or witnessed. Any
voter qualified to receive a mail ballot pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(3) shall also be entitled to
cast & ballot pursuant to the provisions of United States Public Law 99-410 ("UQCAVA Act"),

{4) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(4) shall be east-at-the-board-of

of mailed

by the office of the secretary of state to the elector at the address within the United States
provided by the elector on the application, or delivered to the voier by a person presenting written
authorization by the voter to pick up the ballot. In order to be valid, the signature of the voter on
all certifying envelopes containing a voted ballot must be made before a notary publie, or other

person authorized by law to administer oaths where signed, or where the elector voted, or before

two (2) witnesses who shall set forth their addresses on the form. h-orderto-be-vatid—atl-ballots

(e) The secretary of state shall provide each of the several boards of canvassers with a

sufficient number of mail ballots for their voting districts so that the local boards may provide the

LC002305 - Page 4 of 9




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
i7
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34

appropriate ballot or ballots to the applicants. It shall be the duty of cach board of canvassers to
process each emergency ballot application in accordance with this chapter, and it shall be the duty
of cach board to return to the secretary of state any ballots not issued immediately after each
election.

(fy Any person knowingly and willfully making a false application or certification, or
knowingly and willfully aiding and abetting in the making of a false application or certification,
shall be guilty of a felony and shall be subject to the penalties provided for in § 17-26-1.

17-20-3. Definitions, - (a) Wherever used in this chapter, every word importing only the
masculine gender is construed to extend to, and include, females as well as males.

(b) Whenever used in this chapter, "bipartisan pairs of supervisors” for primaries means
a supervisor representing the endorsed candidates and a supervisor representing a majority of
unendorsed candidates, and for nonpartisan elections and primaries means non-partisan pairs of
SUpPervisors,

(c) Wherever used in this chapter, "employed outside of the United States" includes any
person who is:

(1) Employed by any agency, depariment or division of the United States government
and who, by reason of that employment, resides outside of the continental United States;

(2) Employed outside the territorial limits of the United States; or

(3) A spouse or dependent residing with persons so employed.

(d) Wherever used in this chapter "services intimately connected with military
operations” includes members of religious groups or welfare agencies assisting members of the
armed forces who are officially attached to and serving with the armed forces and their spouses
and dependents, and the spouses and dependents of members of the armed forces and of the
merchant marine; provided, that the spouses and dependents are residing outside of the state with
the members of the armed forces, merchant marine, or members of the religious or welfare
agencies.

(e) Whenever a signature is required by a voter in this chapter, "signature" also means
the voter's mark "X" if the person is unable to sign his or her name because of physical incapacity
or otherwise.

(f) Whenever used in this chapter, "bipartisan" means not of the same recognized
political party.

Wherever used. in_this chapter, "family member" includes spouse, brother, sister
parent, grandparent. child, adopted child, grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-

law, son-in-faw, stepparent. stepchild. or legal guardian.
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voter may vote for the candidates of the voter’s choice by making a mark in the space provided
opposite their respective names.

(b} In case a voter desires to vote upon a question submitted to the vote of the electors of
the state, the voter shall mark in the appropriate space associated with the answer that the voter
desires (o give,

{c) Voters receiving a mail ballot pursuant to § 17-20-2(1), (2), and (4) shall mark the
ballot in the presence of two (2) witnesses or some officer authorized by the law of the place
where marked to administer oaths. Voters receiving a mail ballot pursuant to § 17-20-2(3) do not
need to have their ballot witnessed or notarized. Except as otherwise provided for by this chapier,
the voter shall not allow the official or witnesses to see how he or she marks the ballot and the
official or witnesses shall hold no communication with the voter, nor the voter with the official or
witnesses, as to how the voter is to vote. Thereafter, the voter shall enclose and seal the ballot in
the envelope provided for it. The voter shall then execute before the official or witnesses the

certification on the envelope. The voter shall then enclose and seal the certified envelope with the

ballot in the envelope addressed to the state board and eause-thesnvelope—to-be-delivered tothe
state-board-on-er-before-cleetion-day mail to the state board, deliver in-person at the office of the

state board, or provide to a family member for delivery in-person at the office of the state board

on or before election day.

(d) These ballots shall be counted only if received within the time limited by this
chapter.

() There shall be a space provided on the general election ballot to allow the voter to
write in the names of persons not it nomination by any party as provided for in §§ 17-19-31 and
17-20-24,

SECTION 4. Title 17 of the General Laws entitled "ELECTIONS" is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 20.1
IN-PERSON EARLY VQTING

17-20.1-1. Declaration_of policy. -- (a} Improving access and convenience for registered
voters with regard to casting a batlot is critical to ensuring that the voice of democracy is heard,
Presently, at least thirty-two (32) states plus the District of Columbia provide citizens with an
opportunity te vote early and in-person

b) While an election day is designated as the time when the majority of voters cast their

ballots, the majority of Rhode Island voters did not vote in this most recent historic election in our
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state. To meet demands and challenpes of modem life. additional opportunities to cast a_ballot

should be provided to increase voter fymout in Rhode Island. Designating a period of time
lgading up to election day where Rhode Islanders can vote in-person expands the opportunities to
cast a ballot and participate in the electoral process.

17-20.1-2. In-person early voting. -- () In-person early voting shall be made available

to any registered voter and eligible elector of this state whose name appears upon the official

voting list of the district of the city or town where the elector is so qualified to vote for all

elections.

The in-person garly voting period shall begin on the twenty-eighth day before a
genetal or prirnary election and extend through the day before the general or primary election. In
the case of'a special election, the in-person early voting period shall begin by the twenty-first day

before the special election and extend through the day before the special election.

(c) During the in-person early voting period as set forth in subsection (b} above, in-

person early voting shall take place at locations to be defermined by each local_hoard and
approved by the state board, with no fewer than one location for each town or city. Prior to the
beginning of the in-person early voting period. adequate notice of at least seven (7) days shall be

posted at each local board's office informing the public of the locations where in-person early

voting is beinpg conducted. Said notice shall be filed electronically with the secretary of state in

acgordance with § 42-46-6(f). Such notice shall also be posted on the city or town's website. if

any. the website of the secretary of state, the board of elections website. and the websites of the
local boards of canvassers, if any.

Effective January 1, 2016, in-person early voting shall take place during normal business
hours in each gity or town on Monday, Tuesdav, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. In-person
garly voting shall take place on the Saterday and Sunday preceding election day during the hours
of 9:00 am. to 4:00 p.m.

Effective January 1. 2018, in-person early voting shall take place during normal business
hours in each city or town on Monday. Tuesday, Wednegday, Thursday and Friday. In-persen
garly voting shall take place gn the two (2) Saturdays and two (2) Sundays preceding election day
during the hours of 9:00 am, to 4:00 p.m.

Effective January 1, 2020 and thereafter, in-person early voting shall take place during
normal business hours in each city or town on Mongday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Eriday. In-person early voting shall take place on the three (3) Saturdays and three (3) Sundays
preceding glection day during the hours 0 9.00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

(d) The lgcal hoard shall provide a ballot and ballot envelope to an early voter to cast in
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voter shall place the ballot in the ballot envelope and seal the envelope, An official of the local

board shall mark the envelope with the appropriate voting precinct designation and return the
envelope to the early voter. The garly, voter shall submit the envelope to the on-site official of the
iocal board.

(e) The secretary of state shall conduct ouireach programs throughout the state in order to
educate the public with respect to in-person carly voting,

The secretary of state may convene an early voting implementation adviso

committee comprised of the following:

(1) A representative from the board of elections:

2) Three (3) representatives of the Rhode Island town and ¢ity clerks association;

(3} A member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house;

4) A member of the senate appointed by the president of the senate: and
(5) Three (3) representatives of the general public appointed by the secretary of state,
The advisoty committee shall undertake a study of early voting issues. including, but

not limited to:

(1).Reductions in the length of lines, waiting in lines and congestjon at polling places on
election day;

(2) The administrative requirements of implementing and providing early voting;

{3) The feasibility of requiring additional early voting sites and hours:

(4) Expanding the use of technology in order to improve the election process:

(5) The process to apply for and to return mail and emergency mail batlots, including
number of ballots cast by mail; and

{6) Violations of laws prohibiting fraudulent voting,
SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon passage.

LC002305
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - REGISTRATIONS OF VOTERS

L

This act would establish in-person early voting, electronic registration of voters, prohibit
the casting of emergency mail ballots at the local boards of canvassers, define "family member",
and specify methods of delivery to state board.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2015

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - REGISTRATIONS OF VOTERS

Introduced By: Senators Goldin, Lynch, Walaska, Conley, and Lombardi
Date Introduced: April 09, 2015
Referred To: Senate Judiciary

(Secretary of State)

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 17-9.1-10 of the General Laws in Chapter 17-9.1 entitled
"Registration of Voters" is hereby amended to read as follows:

17-9.1-10. Additional method of registering. -- (a) In addition to the methods for
registering to vote provided in §§ 17-9.1-7, 17-0.1-8, and 17-9.1-9, and 17-9.1-34 whenever any
person who is or may be by the next election qualified to vote desires to register, that person may
appear before the local board of the city or town in which he or she has his or her residence, as
defined in § 17-1-3.1, or before the clerk or other duly authorized agent of the board, or before a
tegistrar appointed by the state board of elections, and shall furnish the information required of
him or her by this chapter and any information described in §§ 17-9.1-23 and 17-9.1-24 that the
registrant may wish to record, and after the information has been recorded on the registry card
furnished for that purpose, the person shall sign his or her name and certify to the truth of the
facts recorded in the appropriate spaces in the card; provided, whenever any person is unable to
sign his or her name because of physical incapacity or otherwise, he or she shall make his mark
"(X)", which shall be witnessed by the person receiving the registration.

(b) It shall be the duty of the local board or clerk or other duly authorized agent of the
board or registrar of the state board of elections to inform the person registering to vote that the
voter will be mailed an acknowledgement card advising the person of the disposition of the
registration and in the process verifying that the person resides at the address provided on the

registration form. The person shall also be advised that if the acknowledgement card is returned
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as undeliverable, the person will be placed on the inactive list of voters pending the results of the
confirmation process described in § 17-9.1-26. Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed
to entitle a person to vote whose registration form has not been filed with the local board at least
thirty (30} days before an election,

SECTION 2. Chapter 17-9.1 of the General Laws entitled "Registration of Voters" is
hereby amended by adding thereto the following section:

17-9.1-34. Electronic registration of voters. -« (a) The secretary of state shall establish

and maintain a system for electronic voter registration that must be administered by the secretary
of staie. An applicant may use_such system to register to vote, or to update existing voter
registration information. provided:

(1} The applicant's information is verifiable in the manner described in subsection (b) of

this section;

{2) The applicant's signature is in a database deseribed in subsection (b) of this section;

{3) Such signature may be imported into such systern for electronic voter registration.

b) Upon_reguest of the secreta f state. a state agenc uasi-public agency or

municipality shafl provide information to the secretary of state that the secretary of state desms

necessary to maintain the system for electronic voter registration. The secretary of state may

verify applicant information by cross-referencing information submitted by, applicants with data
ot information contained in any state agency. quasi-public agency or municipality's database or a
database administered by the federal government. or any voter registration database of another
state. The secretary of state shall ﬁot use the information obtained from any such database except
te verify information submitted by the applicant, The applicant's signature, if part of the data
contained in the state agency, quasi-public agency or municipalify's database, shall be included as
part of the applicant's information contained in the system for electronic voter registration.

(c} The submigsion of an electronic application shall contain all of the information that js
required for an application in aggordance with the provisions of § 17-9.1-9, with the exception of
the sighature which shall be obtained from another state apency. guasi-public apency. or
municipality's database pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

(d) An applicant using the system shall mark the box associated with the following

statement included as part of the electronic application;

"By _clicking on the box below, I swear or affirm all of the following under penalty of

erju

1)1 am the person whoese name and identifying information is provided on this form, and
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I desire to register_to_vote or update my voter registration information in the State of Rhode

Island,

(2) All of the information [ have provided on this form is true and correct as of the date I

am submitting this form.
(3) I authorize a Rhode Island state agency, guasi-public agency, or municipality to

transmit, for voter registration purposes, to the secretary of state_and my citv/town's board of

canvassers my signature that is on file with such agency. quasi-public agency or municipality. T
understand that the sccretary of state and my city/town’s board of canvassers will use such
signature on this electronic voter registration application as if I had signed this form personally.”
{e) Upon approval of such application, the boards of canvasgers shall send a confirmation
notice to the applicant.
The secretary of state may enter into an agreement and provide information or data
with any other state ip order to update the statewide central voter register. A Rhode Island state
agency shall provide the segretarv of state with information or data to be used for voter

registration purposes and shall advise the secretary of state if such information or data is held

confidential.
SECTION 3. Sections 17-20-2.2, 17-20-3 and 17-20-23 of the General Laws in Chaptet

17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots” are hereby amended to read as follows:

Requirements for
yalidity of emergency mail ballots and emergency mail ballot applications. -- (a} Any legaily

qualified elector of this state whose name appears upon the official voting list of the town or
district of the city or town where the elector is so qualified, who on account of circumstances
manifested twenty (20) days or less prior to any election becomes eligible to vote by mail ballot
according to this chapter, may obtain from the local board an application for an emergency mail
ballot.

(b) The emergency mail ballot application, when duly executed, shall be delivered in
person or by mail so that it shall be received by the local board not later than four o'clock (4:00)
p.m. on the last day preceding the date of the election.

(¢) The elector shall execute the emergency mail ballot application in accordance with
the requirements of this chapter, which application shall contain a certificate setting forth the
facts relating to the circumstances necessitating the application.

(d) In addition to those requirements set forth elsewhere in this chapter, an emergency
mail ballet, in order to be valid, must have been cast in conformance with the following

procedures:
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(1) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(1) shall be mailed to the
elector at the State of Rhode Island address provided on the application by the office of the
secretary of state, or delivered by the local board to a person presenting written authorization
from the elector to receive the ballots;-er¢astin-private-atthe tocal-beard-of-canvassers. In order
to be valid, the signature of the voter on the certifying envelope containing a voted ballot must be
made before a notary public, or other person authorized by law to administer oaths where signed,
or where the elector voted, or before two (2) witnesses who shall set forth their addresses on the

form.

(2) All applications for emergency mail ballots pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(2) must

state under oath the name and location of the hospital, convalescent home, nursing home, or
similar institution where the elector is confined. All mail ballots issued pursuant to this
subdivision shall be delivered to the elector by the bi-partisan pair of supervisors, appeinted in
conformance with this chapter, and shall be voted and witnessed in conformance with the
provisions of § 17-20-14.

(3) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(3) shall be mailed by the
office of the secretary of state to the elector at an address provided by the elector on the

application;

or-her-vetingresidenee. The signature of the elector on the certifying envelope containing the
voted ballots issued pursuant to the subdivision does not need to be notarized or witnessed. Any
voter qualified to receive a mail ballot pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(3) shall also be entitled to
cast a ballot pursuant to the provisions of United States Public Law 99-410 ("UQCAVA Act").

(4) All mail ballets issued pursuant to subdivision 17-20-2(4) shall be cast-aithe-board-of

by the office of the secretary of state to the elector at the address within the United States

provided by the elector on the application, or delivered to the voier by a persen presenting written
authorization by the voter to pick up the ballot. In order to be valid, the signature of the voter on
all certifying envelopes containing a voted ballot must be made before a notary public, or other

person authorized by law to administer oaths where signed, or where the elector voted, or before

two {2) witnesses who shall set forth their addresses on the form. In-erderto-be-valid—all-ballets

(e) The secretary of state shall provide each of the several boards of canvassers with a

sufficient number of mail ballots for their voting districts so that the local boards may provide the
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appropriate ballot or ballots to the applicants. It shall be the duty of each board of canvassers to
process each emergency ballot application in accordance with this chapter, and it shall be the duty
of each board 1o return to the secretary of state any ballots not issued immediately after each
election,

(f) Any person knowingly and willfully making a false application or certification, or
knowingly and willfully aiding and abetting in the making of a false application or certification,
shall be guilty of a felony and shall be subject to the penalties provided for in § 17-26-1.

17-20-3. Definitions. -- (a) Wherever used in this chapter, every word importing only the
masculine gender is construed to extend to, and include, females as well as males.

(b} Whenever used in this chapter, "bipartisan pairs of supervisors" for primaries means
a supervisdr representing the endorsed candidates and a supervisor representing a majority of
unendorsed candidates, and for nonpartisan elections and primaries means non-partisan pairs of
supervisors.

{¢) Wherever used in this chapter, "employed outside of the United States" includes any
person who is:

(1) Empleyed by any agency, department or division of the United States government
and who, by reason of that employment, resides outside of the continental United States;

(2) Employed outside the territorial limits of the United States; or

(3) A spouse or dependent residing with persons so employed.

(d) Wherever used in this chapter "services intimately connected with military
operations" includes members of religious groups or welfare agencies assisting members of the
armed forces who are officially attached to and serving with the armed forces and their spouses
and dependents, and the spouses and dependents of members of the armed forces and of the
merchant marine; provided, that the spouses and dependents are residing outside of the state with
the members of the armed forces, merchant marine, or members of the religious or welfare
agencies,

{¢) Whenever a signature is required by a voier in this chapter, "signature" also means
the votet's mark "X" if the person is unable to sign his or her name because of physical incapacity
or otherwise,

{f) Whenever used in this chapter, "bipartisan" means not of the same recognized
political party.

Wherever used in this chapter, "family member" includes spouse. brother, sister
parent, grandparent. child. adopted child. grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, daughter-in-
law. son-in-law, stepparent, stepchild, or legal guardian,
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voter may vote for the candidates of the voter's choice by making a mark in the space provided
opposite their respective names.

(b) In case a voter desires to vote upon a question submitted to the vote of the electors of
the state, the voter shall mark in the appropriate space associated with the answer that the voter
desires to give,

(c) Voters receiving a mail ballot pursuant to § 17-20-2(1), (2), and (4) shall mark the
ballot in the presence of two (2) witnesses or some officer authorized by the law of the place
where marked to administer oaths. Voters receiving a mail ballot pursuant to § 17-20-2(3) do not
need 10 have their ballot witnessed or notarized. Except as otherwise provided for by this chapter,
the voter shall not allow the official or witnesses to see how he or she marks the ballot and the
official or witnesses shall hold no communication with the voter, nor the voter with the official or
witnesses, as to how the voter is to vote, Thereafter, the voter shall enclose and seal the ballot in
the envelope provided for it. The voter shall then execute before the official or witnesses the

certification on the envelope. The voter shall then enclose and seal the certified envelope with the

ballot in the envelope addressed to the state board and eavse-the-envelopeto-be-deliveredtothe
state-bowrd-on-or-before-electionday mail to the gtate board, deliver in-person at the office of the

state board. or provide to a famjly member for delivery in-person at the office of the state board

on or before election day.

(d) These ballots shall be counted only if received within the time limited by this

chapter.

(e) There shall be a space provided on the general election ballot to allow the voter to
write in the names of persons not in nomination by any party as provided for in §§ 17-19-31 and
17-20-24,

SECTION 4, Title 17 of the General Laws entitled "ELECTIONS" is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 20.1
IN-PERSON FARLY VOTING

17-20.1-1, Declaration of policy. -- {a) Improving access and convenience for registered
voters with regard to casting a ballot is critical to ensuring that the voice of democracy is heard.
opportunity to vote early and in-person.

b) While an election day is designated as the time when the majority of voters cast their

ballots. the majority of Rhode Island voters did not vote in this most recent historic election in our
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state. To meet demands and challenges of modem life, additional opportunities to cast a ballot

should be provided to increase voter turnout in Rhode Island, Designating a period of time

leading up to ¢lection day where Rhode Islanders can vote in-person expands the opportunities to
cast a ballot and participate in the electoral process.

17-20.1-2. In-person early voting. - (a) In-person eariy voting shall be made available
to any registered voter and eligible elector of this state whose name appears upon the official

yoting list of the district of the city or town where the elector is so gualified to vote for all

elections

el IV

b) The in-person early voting period shall begin on the twenty-eighth day before a

general or primary election and extend fhrough the day before the general or primary election. In
the case of g special election. the in-person garly voting period shall begin by the twenty-first day
before the special election and extend through the day before the special election.

(c) During the in-person early voting period as set forth in subsection (b) above. in-
person early voting shall take place at locations to be determined by each local board and
approved by the state board, with no fewer than one location for each town or city. Prior o the
beginning of the in-person early voting period, adequate notice of at least seven (7) days shall be
posted at each local board's office informing the public of the locations where in-person early
voting is being conducted. Said notice shall be filed electronically with the secretary of state in
accordance with § 42-46-6(f). Such notice shall glso be posted on the city or town's website, if
any. the website of the secretary of state, the board of elections website, and the websites of the

local boards of canvassers, if any.

Effective January 1, 2016, in-person early voting shall take piace during normal business
hours in each city or town on Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday. Thursday and Friday. In-person

garly voting shall take place on the Saturday and Sunday pregeding election day during the hours
0f 9:00 am. to 4:00 p.m.

Effective January 1. 2018, in-person early voting shall take place during normal business
houss jn gach city or town on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday. Thursday and Friday, In-person
garly voting shall take place on the two (2) Saturdays and two (2) Sundays preceding election day
during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Effective January 1, 2020 and thereafter, in-person early voting shall take place during
normal business hours in each city or town on Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. In-person early voting shall take place on the three {3) Saturdays and three {3) Sundays

preceding glection day during the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

{d) The local board shall provide a ballot and ballot envelope to an early voter to cast in

LC002346 - Page 7 of 9




1

11
12
13

14

19
20
21
2
23
24

25

private at the local board of canvassers. Once the earlv voter has completed the batlot, the early

voter shall place the ballot in the ballot envelope and seal the envelope. An official of the local
board shall mark the envelope with the appropriate voting precinct designation and return the
envelope to the early voter. The early voter shall submit the envelope to the on-site offigial of the
local board.

(e) The secretary of state shall copduct outreach programs throughout the state in order to
educate the public with respect to in-person early voting,

The secret of state may convene an early voting implementation advisor

committeg comprised of the following:

{1) A representative from the board of elections;

(2) Three (3) representatives of the Rhode Island town and city clerks association;

(3) A member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house;

{4) A member of the senate appointed by the president of the senate; and

(5) Three (3) representatives of the general public appoinied by the secretary of state,

(g) The advisory committee shall undertake a study of carly voting issues, including, but
not limited to:

(1) Reductions in the length of lines, waiting in lines and congestion at polling places on
election day:

(2) The administrative requirements of implementing and providing early voting:

(3) The feasibility of requiring additional early voting sites and hours;

4) Expanding the use of technology in order to improve the election process:

(5) The process to apply for and to return mail and emergency mail ballots, including

number of ballots cast by mail: and

(6) Violations of laws prohibiting frandulent voting.
SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

CF

AN ACT

RELATING TO ELECTIONS - REGISTRATIONS OF VOTERS

Hedlorke

This act would establish in-person early voting, elecironic registration of voters, prohibit
the casting of emergency mail ballots at the local boards of canvassers, define "family member”,
and specify methods of delivery to state board.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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